U — T

How 1o Write a Short Story

: [ ‘: .
voir characters believable, how fo create rich, detailed ; D eve 'o p' n g vo u r
Q@:rmg\ Along thr way, we'll break down a Bamouos shest .s?ar}'
called tan Ooeurrence at Ol Creck Bridge,” by the wriler Stor Idea
Ambose Bierce, 1o shew vou how ench lesson plavs ot in s y

: N [P | T T e
real pioce of writig, At the end of s book, we'll give you

the sters tn s enbiren. By that point, we hope vou have 4 Few writers canr just sit down and write 2 stury from <tart

a-n%’z;l)fcie dsart sioty %i:'ﬁ.(;l” . v freasti, and for a v riter, nothing s worw than facing the

' T weat White Alsvss vk the Blank Pages, Befare Vi can

exercises Lope a word, vou have 10 siower < cruglal question: Why

s Take 2 lavorss shore story and make ¢ gt of the alemernts it showedd Fwrite abuni? Somctioes von'll face the abyss with an
are royenlad v The liest fow paregraphs. Lok for thnga ke the idea bursting to geront, and voull have words on the Page 1
21&!.’I'B‘Lnr'i§ wantity, e time and place that te stoty s set and the no time. Other tines, e urge towrite might be stropg—buf

. vour don et have an fden o start Buocing ot what 1o w rte
dismma bemg faced by the maln charagter h : { suring #

sbout, stop staring a1 the page aud do some prewriting, thai

: 15 : Wi L WY ile s o N Frp ki
+ ook amusd your own desk ar-even Letter-somentie sfse’s Jesk. ot is, developiug yawr stors klea, Dean'l canfuse th for writing
dowt the fusTary of five of Ui clydCts, making up whars they wers sour story! Thiis is how vou lgure sut vl FOUN shape vour
own the fustary of Thie a3 '
made, who warkad on them, how many others (ke them stit exist, Siory s poang 1o ke,

Wrdng involves both comicious wnd oo
30 how they came 10 est on thet paenicular desk, i 13 s both eotscious wnd monscions

influcnees, and pres riling can belp von get in ol wath

Take your notebock cut 1D a public plece and write bilef sketches Hiterests. passions, cmotions, and aptnions Hist maev lead
= £ H Ll AT

. s b an ddedt lor vour sty Prow e aoiiadh 3 ninsudine
gescrding the pEOPIe you see ALihe end of each sketch, wirite an idea lor P oewnhng wouctiall g wisuomer,

o na veerm t e

5 1ot sentence st statas what that pessan wants more than smee el of preveiting 1 simply deep, focnsed thinking,
‘ .-t;m Prow viring s ke brainstormving—pething thoughts, impres-
any g siont, and randon ideas down on the page. So go shead el
sourself tisk freels, mid stom igoas will follns, By patting

tane ared efford nio des eloping vonr idea. <o o Bnd thai

witing vour story comics a little easser,
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Hewi 1o Write 8 Short Story

Look for ldeas in Your Life

Tos skart gelting story ideas, ask vounelf afow pevsanal qoes-
P, T do gol @ serse of whal vou feel passionate zbout
and what people or events from veur Ble ndghtanake gnod
chutuciews or scenes fur sonr stories. Thnking speeificall
about yoru might spark great ideus for vour slore Asseer

these questions in as snich detad] as possible:

« Who s the person who mdkes vou the juosl angr”
hiuk of 2 thne it vour life when vou were angrier than
vau e oser been belore,

o Hvevmt ever heen betraved? Whe betraved von? How

didd wou find out?

& WWhat b sour niciest seerel? What wonld happeni vou
terked aomvrenie?

* What du vou raemher most vividh Fram the past wedk?
Skl Yewr? Whe doss tstand oul?

v Whatn ke plice vou Jove most in the world? List fen
speeific things vou love sboak L

o Whal is the place cou hate most i the world? Tist e
specific things vou hate about it,

o What Mnd of relafionship amotheridaughier, bovfricnd!
girtfrien, {eachierstadent. eteo 1 most idriguing o you?
iu‘s”;'n are vou a0 Bscinaied T 37 Wit do yon think s the
Brdest part of this relanionship, the thing thal feads o
the wost problems?

» Phink about beoks veu'ye read reventh o Hli v
aeens, What stands out most m vour mingd? What oo

neeted b von amctionali?

[ p—

Chapter 2: Developing Your Story ieg

o What impulse s making vou write? What do veu feel von

walt to COMVEL 1)} T ritiu.g i story?

Turaing Your Answers into Ideas  Chuances are. some
parts of vour responses will sand out—vou W want ko keep
trinkineg about them. or von' 1l feel draw 1 to them in somc
wast Bt vour ilods mavinate invour mind Slars Uiinking
ke g wnen Mavbe sou ctart thinking abondvony juicies!
seeret, and sou wender whal would happen # 2 motler
was hoophug 15 secret o her danghicr, aud they were
awme ina beach hoose for i weekend. Or mavhe vou hunk
iealousy is the nost fodie part of o romantic relabionship, gnd
seu tiink vert want to write a siory about how jealous feads
semeone 1o beten his or her best frend. Snddenh. weas
tront your perconal Bfe have become ideas for a story

Now youre ceady to start enciching vonr idea wathe

detiils Lhai will inake (he ston come alive,

Create Conflict
Onee vou b 2 genn of an idea for vour stors s onre rewly
e dignire ol shat the conllict . Conflict is the epposition
of people or forces aganst ene ancthern, That opprosition
can ke tans Brms i Fetion: # ean happon botawen
precple, over ideas or feeBugs, or fronr natiral or ey
crrenrnslaners,

Conflict 15 exsentiad to shost slarios beeanse 1 wiil
span Ty vonrston s cenlral problens and peovide ohstacles for
vorr eluracler b mvercorne helore resaly b that probles,

Coonflict activaies vour eluaracters ad creales the tension
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that cugages the reader. Whanou write a short slory

vons select wad dramatice g defining noment or pvent nia
charscter’s e, That event crcales change—change n the
cliaracter, bis or her crcumstanves, and/ot his o her hife, bor
(hat ehumge to occur, vour character will have o confront g
problent ot ersis, Confliet generalhy falls fnto two categories:

tiernal and external.

Internal Canflict  Aso culled inmrer conflict, mternal
conllict aceurs when g ¢haracter sluggles will epposing
infhiences withun him- o heeself, liteenal contlicts produce
snental aud emetionul barviers for vour characles. Characters
thut experience infernal vonflict isuall faes o ditficult
wuestion und the answer fo that question often determines

how the story 1 resabiod, Here are some coamples:

s A foels guilte becanse Biis reekless behavior cantlicts
with his suligions upbringing,

s Swoman can't decide whether t fell her bost [riend that
thee Frismsd s hshand is baving up alfos

o Avoung girl st decsde whetlior lo marry w man she

doesn’t lowe in order Lo escape her difficult family Bfe,

External Conflict  Lalermal conflict can involve a charac-
ler who struggles sgainst another charucter. or character who
struggles against an esternal e, 5 uich as nature, fate, des-
am, or even Ciod, Esterral vonflict coeales tangible ohs bieies

for vonr cliaracter to vvercome. Tlere aro some exunples:

Chapter 2: Developing Your Story Jteq

* A hero with g mssion must fight against o willain who
tries s keop him from completing that mission,

* A adienticen seiler must fight for survivid when 2
storm traps her af see for Hirce nights.

* Avoung b born ik peverty strugglos to cieape hig

cirpumstunces

Choose Your Conflict Type

Pnternal and external conflicts are not necessarily exclusive,
For example, a rock clinber might have to scale a steep,
geacheeous monntain texternal confbien, After falling on

# proevions ciimb, however, she questions her ownn aiilifias
and judgment. The character must then not anly overcome
the mouniainy terrain hot dwo the fear and selfudonbt i her
i finternal conflictt, Yon don't hane to chanse one type
ot conflict over the other, Many groat stories nrilize both
kinrds of confhict to heighien the lemsion, Here arc some

guestions to cousider when choomng conflicks By vour stors:

s What kind of conflict do yons want 1o highlight in
the story 7 Will ithe an internial conflict or an extenal
conflict-—or hoth?

» Which conflict is appropriate for veur characters desires
and geiions?

¢ Whicli contlic] s uppropriate for the setting?

* Dows the contlictsfter o difficalt striggle for vour character?

B sour stony ides s vivid b1 vonr mind, you mav Find that

vou fune easy anwwvers o these guostions. 1 vour idea s 581
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sketchy, thew thinking earclullv about conlic will help son
S0 sl sonie of the dotatls. This is sl part of the provess of

prew Titing. of develupmg vour alury wga.

Ask the MDU

Fnbedded i over stany 1 A big questions thats Seagimg
ko e azens oz 1he W hat Dappons? ™ queahon, W i the
hore saceeed arwill te villain siop him? Will the gird gel
the gy Who Lilled the teackier? Tlis is calied the Wapr
Dramativ Qrestion 3D and i reprisents Hae gap
pebween the dors’s prohkeo wnd ils resolution,

The MDE serves as a sormpss for ¢uers shon hecatise
1 points to the storys delining event or elinax, Shorl slories
demand precision, and i von koow vonr slory s NIEY from
(he very beginmmg, vou Tl write a story swath wre specific

direetion and have a better widerstanding of what nueds fo

happei ab the ciman, Lo figure ont the MIDE) for von stor,

comsider the fallowing questions:
o Wohat iFam thing, does me character wanl?
» Whal pction does he o she fake to get whar b ar she

desires?

o W gl i arvthing, keeps nn Charagien trom getting sbal

he o shie wanb?

o Who sgeceeds Who faily?

Uhapter 2 Developinig Your Story idea

Answer the MDQ

As the apthor of vour story, 1o not anly gel Lo ask the MDO.
vol pet o st i Your atswer will determineg how the
slory s cesolved. Keop inomind that even il sonr sharacter
suceeeds i getbng whal b or she wanks, the stons resoiu-
tion muight not vecessarile be o happy one. T Nathamed
Hawthorne's story "L he Birthmark,” for example. a scigmist
succeeds mt remion ing a hirthitack from bis wife’s olherwise
perfect face, only to see the process Lake her life. e gets hiy
wish but loses something Far miore valnable. The way vou
resolve the central conflictor problent in vour story will wo
only determine how the story unfolds but alse shape the
change i your character and his or her circurnstances, Ir

will also affect the theme of vour story,

Expand Your Story [dea

You've come up with an idea for your story, and vowe
thought about contliet and the MDY, But iks not Lime

b write vet! [Kist, von need e Bl in more of vour storyy
detuils. You may have u specific vision for vonr story alreads
or vertmas just have shadows characters and a kenkalive

wdea ab what their confhictis Ritlier way, censidering details
cgrefully and commutting them ko paper s au smportaut step
in developing vour stor ides. You shonld uake vaur 1dea

as tnely, lavered, und detatled as possible hefore von start

writlng.
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Farber, von asked vonrself gueshons about v fo

LEENE NN R i{i% RENIE S0 2{;{.‘23} {(}{ LRI igi}f}, Mo L3E I

ok vourself sevne questions aboul vour gen, chedl
characten, conflien md resvlufion. Notall of it may inske

it the ston igelt bt some of 1L will, so ke vour

answers 3y detailod os possible.

Character

1. Whe s sy mai character?

2. W hat does my muin curacter look like?

3. {low old is he ar she?

4. What makes ing or her angn? Happy? Sad?

S, What's his or her faily dike?

6. How doos he or she get aleng with peens? Boes he or shie
have ficnda?

7, Whal events in his or hor b Jod Lurs o By 1o the main
wveat i the ston?

8.\ ho are some of the othier chamcters? Tiow do they

sobate o Hwe masin characker!

WiCH stk i more detail shont ereating cluracten

Chantor 5.

Contiict

1. Wit does the main characrer want?

2. Mo dow e or sie try W gelwhat e o she wants?
3, Heow do Bis or ber actinm affeet e other chiarseien®

A, How do lis or her antions affeet the sotting?

Chaprer 2: Developing Youy Story e

5. VWhat obstacles keep un character fromn getting what be
ar she sants”?

& Wit does the character do to pvercome tose olatueles?

Resolution

1. Does ron characler suceeed in gething what he ar she wants?

2. Wlat. ifuny, consequences are thare for Qie nuin
charactery achions”

3. How dacs he or she change because of his or her actions?

prohic B reselved

Ulagram Your Story

Ketore vow slart vniting vour stony, consider diagraminnng
1. Crosting o diogram can give vou a clearer idea of vour
storvs movement~whiere the chamcler starhs, the problems
e ar she faees and the resolution. When vou eventunliv do
siavwnbng, vowway't be v riting inte o abiosi vanH know

whete sour slory 18 golng,

Making a "V Crosting o V7 diagram s aceas and
effecthe way of skelehing cut the nisvennent of vouy sk,
Idengib the three muost uaportanl points iy our stery s
Beginsg, middic, and end. aud write theny inkn g V™
dizgraro ke the nne on the nest page. As vour stony bakes
shape, vou mav want to fill in additional details, such as
the conflict thal leads the eharacter to the sty s central
probiens and the ebstacles that he or she mnst onereone

before thie prablam is resolved:

FA
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3
Problem comes to g head;
character makes a choice

N\ /

Character faces  Character faces
a conflict obstacles

1
Character starts out

2
Character is faced
with a problem

Diagramming in Action 1.et’s make a “V” diagram for
our model story, Amhrosc Bicrce’s “An Occurrence at Owl

Creek Bridge.”

3
1 . He experiences 2 harrowing
Peyton Farquhar is about escape but it's a daydream,
to be hanged at Owl which mirrars the stages
Creek Bridge. of his actual death.

\ Soldiers fire at him as

He wants to escape,  he frees himsel! from
but the Federal Army  his noose. He must
has him in custody. find his way home.

2
|f he doesn't escape,
he will be killed.

R

Chapter 2: Developing Your Story ldea

sum It Up

At this point. vou should have encugh details about vour
story to be able to write one clear, conctse paragraph that
sums iLup. This iy called a synopsis. Briefly introduce vour
main character and the sctting of the story. Then describe
Lhe conflict that the character crieounters and what actions
he or she takes to overcome it Tell what. if anythmg,
changes in the life of the character when the erisis is
resohved.

Now go erass: trv to do all that in one clear. concise
sentence. Distilhing vour story down to its essence will help

vorr gel a clear picture of exactly what vou're writing,

Summing it Up in Action  [,et’s sce what a SYTIOpSis
looks like for our model story, “An Occurrence at Owl Creek
Bridge™

Peytan Farquhar, a well-to-da Southern planter, is tc be
hanged by the Federal Army in Civil War—era Alabama, A
Federal scout posing as a Confederate saldier tricks him
into tampering with Dw! Creek Bridge, and the punish-
ment is death. While being hanged, Farquhar escapes his
noose and swims away frem his captors amid gunfire.
The sensations he experiences during his escape mirrar
the physical effects of asphyxiation. After a harrowing
journey, Farquhar returns home. However, as Farquhar
sees his wife emerge, we learn that his escape was
imagined—a final daydream before dying of a broken

neck from hanging,

c3
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How to Write & Short Story

ARer writinig a sters paragraph. 5 casior b Jistilf the stovy

ik ang serlenoys

A Southarn planter avchis hasging at the hands of tha Faderal Army,
only i reaiize s harrowing sscape wias a fingl daviieam peTore

duing of a fvoken neck

Exercises

. Batrpatt urs o your Tavarize o dstones, ldemify (ne nu
charactarn, the main canthel Broosis o Bow the (Naracter resshet

i BKnuch a vVt diagram for the slory.

. Think of three of your Fawarizs movies. Write down the MGG for each

My,

* rtve 3 one-paragranh gesciption ol your lavonde shorr slory, Bs
sure o malude details shout the charactern, the sroblem ar onfller,
Rowd it is rgsnived and how the seetcharacter changss ot the

canslusen of the story

Characters

Omce voue spont satic thne thinking shont and des cloping
vour story idea von$ most hkely know what churaches
you'Te gang (0 e nsving throngh vour Betional waorld, The
of thie storvas sitmz proccss: W exactly we these charue-
ters? When sou wnite o short storv von need to know wour
charactens—every ong of Hem--as deeply as vau ko vy
best friend fava sense, vosdze fike D Frankenden, creating
buis ineatster. Evare aspect of vour charucter 1 sons 1o ereate
A great short sterv has compelhing, dalievable chancten
o are complos and blerestng, There wmy be nst one
rain character, or licee v be g whole oren: but cach and
eveny charsetor i vonr dor uust bake ona hic of ik or liet
awr Figuring o the basies, sueh as name and b eolor,
s Lenough, You need to think deepls shoul whal makes
sy churracters ek and how thev will cpenate in e werld

of virur skory,

Know the Types

Pisere axe three bopes of chacsctens thal will populale your

short stary:

»  ralagonist
s Antagonist

* Supporting charselon
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