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Haw to Write" Short Story 

Look ldeas in Your Life 
'1,.1 ,;tat }(Of\' jd(:2~. fi'1. \(;p"elf d ft,\\ P!-'h01lc;] qIlC" 

(l<l'b, '] f: It, a \eH"l' uI x!h\1 :'Nl fcc! pJ,'iiclluk ;:f)(l1J( 

:L1\0. \i h,li Pr ('H'nt" \"(HV life 

Ch,lU( lei S or j( ('ilt' ,om ~torie~, llunkio,:,; "pe1'ifh':tlh 

:Ibout Y'JtI mighl >\>n;'k grutl idr'a:, lor yom ~lOF -\ll\nCf 

Ille\(,' qll~",tiom In:\\ lI1ticll lId;I;1 J'> pus)-il)lc 

.. \\'j)() i~ tlll per~O!l II ho lIIdke\ ~()ll the 1ll()~1 ,l\)~I\ 7 

l'fUlik ;j tiwc III \tAH lik ,~lwll H)ll \\"'Ie :lllgricr th~1Jl 

c' ne( hecll ue'imc 

.. 1bn: ,01\ C'\:J heT] 1 ];C!f:l\CQ' \ \ 'jl(' he! f:lYlxl \ 0111 HOII' 

(lid FlU find ()'Ji~ 
11,011• 	 \\']nt i" \ ulif HW:1C,( v"ucl? \\-'hat" 

~um(>mc 

• \YhJtJO;fJUldU{lnhcrn,astYlI fwm v. 

\!oJl\h: Yc~,r:> Wit'. Jon il ,Llnd oui: 

C TIl(}"i ill the v,odd? Ll~1 len• 	 \\hJti\\hepJau:10l1 


>]l(;cihc thillr;~ ~(t11 lo\'{: uboul Ii 


• 	 \\ Ildl is the 1'1.1(.(.' \Oll 11,]l\' 1l1Q',1 in th~ \\'(H](17 \ ,i,1 tdl 

'pedE);" thinG' \'Oll 11nle about It, 

• 	 \\'!ul kind of rel~ll i:)lidlip', Iilolhelidauf,htcr. bl):'h iClld/ 

f: Icnd, if' il{'11(' (/i,tndcul. etc. I l~ 111 ()~t u l\ r Il:\ llllli; 10 \\Jt\? 

\\"1)\ 1n: : U\I ~n t:FCIll"lt',J I,: it, \\ 'kd do jon lhmk h 11110 

0ftlln rt'b!:cH~hip, ill'-' Ihin:.; ih:1t led.;; I,) 

Ihc lHO\; problt'11h~ 

,'OF \ '"' r~:Fj reedit], OJ film' \1q\<.'• 	 Thmt. 
\\ilut (·n,\CCI), \\']1.lt ,t:\ld~ GUllllmt 111 ('(hI[ 

ncctv! to \1011 cmlltvn1Jlh<' 

Chapter 2: Developing Your Story Idea 

• 	 \\"h:lt i111puk: is 1 MUll:; .IOU write:' \\ dl) yOI1 f,'d Hm 


Iliwt to C('n\'C\ h, \\ritill!Su ,II)[\'? 


Turning Your AnSwers into Ideas Ch,IIl('(-,' .lIt, .','UJJh.: 

IMn, r,f:om fe~p!)rJ'.t'b \\'i!1 \Lmo O\1t~n)H 11 1\ ;11'11 II) keep 

lh11lbHii: ,(I Hut thel)I, OJ \ Ojl'll feel dr;N 11 to them ill \OI'11( 

\ur, I ,('i )f)ur adc:\ In'}1 in:M" HI \c'm mil-Itl Sldr!. liUllki118 

" \\ meL \ L:\ be \ 0U ,tnt th inl i I1g <1hoHI \ Olll idi('I('~1 

'coel. \eU \'\ II lui Ilovld harmen if 11 nwt!t;.:r 

wm lccpillg: this S(t,1'd (Will her d:l.llgh{<:r, <lml UK\ w<~r(; 

liOllH: for ,1 \\ ('-{'i.:t:lld, Or mJ\'!)': '0U tlUllk 

IO(l~\ ill mmt Ichll' uf 8 lOO1;Jnlic IdalHilLihip. ,md 
\nu thilll.. 1'n1l \1,11It tu \\lik a ~i0n 

,OlllC01,t' io h:tra\' hi" or her f[]cwl. Sllddcnk Idul'; 

fn)lll \'our pu,ol1,Jllik' bl\c iX'L''lnw icit'J, Ill] :J 

\'()I\ \'uu'rc [l<IIJ,1 If) <;1;1,1 enriching 1 om id~',l 1\ lth 

detllii~ lhnl \\i1ll!Uke the ,Iun come aiilt, 

Create (0 lie: 
: Od Lfl\ ('" " .;C':HI of JI1 klea for H'm ~tm: \ ou r;: h'~'jy 

ie, Ottl n itJt n/lilid h, C:)r,llid b ihe 1<)1\ 

uf' one ,;noll!~L Th::: npl'c<liOlJ 

,';In t.lhc lIiJ1l\ t!.lr1B: 111 t"icuu: it can b;'lmul bd\\'een 

It' (A('r Tlk;:, (11 kchllg:,\ 0< ]utm,,] or Hkllllvde 

,'1' '.'\1r\"Ln K(,~, 

Cunflict 1, (o".iSOltir.1! tlJ ~hq,1 ,10[lC, he(':lll.w il \\ ill 

"1);'\\\ 11 \ om :iloJ: " ('t'" llr,;] pr01~kl!l dll\l prOl'ldc ()h\t.1(:k'~ 

\0\1f dllifJcln tu 1)\CI'("IIII(, heiurc fL''i(Jh Ill!;: Illdl probl<:Jll, 

(;llnnjd"ldJ\Jll'~ 1'01 If ('L;,lr~lctel'<; and cre,lie" the tCI1:if'l!1 
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How to vJ'rirfl ii 'Snort Story 

,leu Ill, !l,CU It: (',)rcfUnl ;Ib<lllj [j ,Ufil( ! II ill \011 

fill \lui '(1111(: nflilc dd,Jik Tim j, .;11 rnrtofthe pron',' o( 

prt\\ ritilli} 01 dU<\r:P1Il!.; \ our ~kw, 

Ask the MOO 
bllba!cI<!d in C\i:f\ .,ton I'> ,I hs q,y;"ti"1i !J1,lt\ b'·'.~(~i1l".: 

to h~' ,m',\\('rd· \l1i' "\\ hd[ kllP1.'l 1<:' " 'P!C:il;'")'1. II iii the 

;'j(,,'t'vd Of II III tit,; \ ;11-11:1 ,lOp hilll~ \\'111 til!.: ~\rllld 

tIICi!,IJ\:' \\ 11{) ~illed th!: tcvdtcr' Tin:;, I, ('dll('illiw \!rill,; 

J)rwlloilc'QUutl!!1l :'H)L2 ;li1d il!i PII,'CHI.I lile' :.:,1j) 

bCl\\CCll tll.: ,lOT:'" 11Wbi{;lI] Jwlll\ J'C'iOillti,ltl, 

Thc\{DQ~cnC\,lS:J..:mnpJ,~±pr(\vr\ \IN: h~(',lIl~C 

It PUilll'; In the ,ton:, ddi11111~('\tlll 01 dilll,l\ ~hiJll ,\Iorl(~<; 

dC1l!dml prc,-i~IOI1. 11\ICI if\\,n kn(lll 1(lln' ~,[nr\'~ \lDQ fWlll 

thc I'en bCt',IOlllllS;:, \OLl'11 \\,1 lie :l ,t(ll'l'\nth lIWfl' )peci/ic 

dlh'ltiull ;llld hale ,I better Ulld~r"\:ll1dll1L: ilfv:lldllll.l'lh, Ic~ 

hllPPUl ell tlK el'1111,1 \, ' In hi;llll' (In! tk .\ 11)\2 for Hlilt :;\Of\. 

(.on~,I.:1er the fnlhJlnm; qu(;,lium: 

• 	 \\ hut if am thiu<;. dnf~ 1m ci1clr"ldvr II dlll~ 

• 	 \\'kil ;1(,[1()11 dot:~ hl' or idtc In 20't whJt he m .,itl: 

\k"iK'~ 

• 	 \\ 118[, if :'li1;,thillQ;, kn:p,,, 111\ lh8f'"([fl fWll10dh1l!s nh;)i 

he onll( \\~lllb7' 

• 	 \\'\w ,,-,uecd,: \\~lw f,lil<' 

Chapter;;:, Df:!veloping Your Story Idea 

ArlSW[:r the MOQ 
A~ the 'lLlliwj of your ,tOri', \nLll1nl un I: $.jellu ,Hk the \I1JQ 

\Vu,rct in ,1Ib"\\er it. )'c'ur dll,Kcr will {kknni';f: iww the , " 

~lor\' 1, rc,()h~rl_ !(n:p in In iml tilde 2\\,1) If .10111 ;:!:<1rilder 

$,w<n~d<; In ~,:tt;ng 1'1'11<11 he (]I ,lit' \~~i11t:" the '-' re;<)ill" 

lioll nllghr not necl':;'8rd~' be J llaPP\-fJ'i{'. Iu ]\;1th'11)]('1 

I I;:mthnrne\ ,tU[\ "'j h(' Blfthmilrl," lUI ('\iIIllplc a ~('icI11i~1 

;,ucc('ed; !II r(,111O\ il!~ :1 h!rtllllldrk fwm 11 l~ \1 dr", otlK'rwi~e 

perfect f3ce Ull];- to see Ihe PIIl(,t";S lake her life [k ~d~ 11\\ 

\\'I';h hullu'ic.\ -"Oilldhillg En 1110H' \~dll!lhle. Tlw \\,l~ IU\l 

re<;ohe the cenLrdl conflict ur prob1ellllll }'OlH ,LOri \I'd] l10t 

OlllY determine hOl\' till' "tor)- unl-o](b but ;11>(1 ,,]liJrW the 

change III H)lll charadeI' ;lI1d hi~ I)r her Clrcmmt;lI1(;(;,\, 11 

\\'ill d],;,) affect thl' theme oh our stor) 

Expand Your Story Idea 
You\-e come IIp wilh dIl iuta for \()llr ,lion, aIld \-OU\l' 

thollght a\)(Iot cOllflict and tlll' :\11 )[2. BlIt it'~ !lui I mit' 

I-I] \\ rite vd! !'irA, \'011 l]ccd to fill III []lore (jl:' HJllr ,ltOl'l:i 

df't:lik You ll)cF-\l<11 e:l specific 1-j.l.ion fur \'IJllf ~:on' Jlrearl.\. 

or Y()ll 111:11 1mi h""L .<h,1lim\ Y Cl]'lr.~dd-' ZiTld d i:entalill' 

JdeJ of wit]!' Ihell' u)1ltlid i'i I'.itllcl W;):, ('(l[hid~:rilll5 ,letail.s 

'lIld cOnlmilhl-lg ~hl'fll to paper l~ all ilIlpor[;mt step 

ill dc\dflpim; rom .,ton ideu, Yr')ll "honk: IlIdlt lOll[ lUt';) 

iE lilt'I\, la\(::reo. alld odaileu a~ rmsihk bcfnre \ on ~1;Ht 

writinG, 
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How to Write a Short Story 

f , \ fill nmrselll.jlJt'sh()m ;:;boll! WH! !n 

dlllK IIp \\ \UUh' id(,;i~ f()f\om 'inn, :'\{>I\ ',(1n jj( ('jj!o 

\ 0111 s('lf V'l'1'1:.: 'I' lnhnns :Jh0ui \ om ~t{:n, u!ell hln,s HI;: 

dmI'J~kn, (:()liHict. fnn, l\or ,Ill nf it ma, 

it ulu Iml some 01 It \1-ilL '>0 IIHke :fJm 

In\\\f'r~ ,1' dd:lilcd;J, IH1Mlhk 

Character 
1. \\"ho l~ m\' 1I1dlll "har;ldt(' 

2. \\ h,lf dm~ fill !lI:lin dJ:Hddcr look likc~ 

3. 11011 old is hr' 01 she? 


4, \\'helt lII;lb;~ 111111 or hl'f illl(,;rI ',' II;1PP' ' Sad' 


5, \\ 1,,1\'\ hi, ()f hf'l LlIHii:-lihC' 


6. 	 Hil\\' du,,- he OJ' she- gel alonG ,,-;th pU_T~? Doc.', lx or :::Ik' 

haH' fricm1.l; 
], \\ <''.';\lh in 1m 01 hCI Me kd tll1ti or her lo njm 

l'\ Ult III tll( ,lon;

8, 	 \\ 110 ::m: Mime ot tlie ()tlx! :.:hJr;lder:<'7 1 km dn 

10 lh.; nnlll "hm;I('lcr: 

UH, ill more Jh01J( ncating le[;· in 

, 

Conlilct 
main chauekr \\''-'llt~ 


iL HC'I\· <Jue, h..: (J[ hl'tu t;(:l \\ ki! li.,. (If ~h<, \\'In!';( 


3, JIi)" do hi, {,I !WI,I( IH'L~ a(f~'d ii!\., othcl clt<1WliC'r:;' 


t. 

4. H()\\' du ]w. (Ie hn' actions effect I"h<::- ~dtll;C:? 

,?O 

ChapTer ?: D€'vc!opinR "'our Story Idea 

5. 	 \\'lu1,1tr'!A'-'k, ke.:p lin dUIHder fWlll J.;ii'llillt; 1\ 

or ,he w,mt,," 

S \\'!I,-,t UO(."l thl' clur<ld£r cit) to n\'L'rC'()111~' dl{'~,{; obLwln ~ 

Resolution 

1. 	 D,I<.'~ 1'11\ Ch,iTilclcr olJClTCd illl5dl-il1g 1\ Ilill lie (IT ~hl; \\,lI1l~? 

z. 	 \\'Iwt. lLlll", con'eC]ll("l1tiC\ ,)re tll(:I'(' tlJ!' Ill(' lllFill 

I'llClrmkr\ ,l('IlUll'~ 

3. 	 JJ:!I\ du('., 11<' 01 <;he rhHnge OeCdUSC ot 1m or her ;ldictn\' 

4. 	 Is til" ch:)I',1( lcr hetter Ol \\~)I"';t' otl \,IU"l1 tllr' ce11[r;l1 

problem i,1 rC~f>kt"dc-

ldgfarn Your Story 
K"imf<: (;\! \!;.rt xntm::; nlllr dinsdCi OU£;rJl'lnllll2, 

H t :lc;liili~ :J. dingr:nn enn gi',e : Cli J ci..::m:r alca ot mm 

"top:\ mOH'J11enj--\\ here tl:e dHnJciel ';in;i\, I iw pmb!<:'J'f 

h;;- (){ :-md rCiolntion, \\ hell yno eH,' Ju 
)\;ni v, IOU Fon'! b(' \'. utu:m db,,~ 1'{)H'E kllJ',w 

\dV:F: : (hI)' ~lOr\ is I{<Hng. 

Making a "V" CrcAtlllg;J "\'" dL1r.r;Jn1 I, In filS,' ,wd 

dr(;('lih' \\i\\ ,,[,ok;: oUltln: lllrAClllCut of\[)\lr ';li)JI' 

ldz-'lltib tlK thre~,; m(l;,t IIIlpOl tanl pnillr~ ill: otlr slt)r~ " 

l1('rsildll1q, 1I1iJdtc, :md (,ptl :llt{l \\ rite tll('ul inln.1 "\'., 

di.lgr;ll1l Ilk(' Ille mw 'on the Ilcxt page, :\S \0111' ,lUI} IHki" 

.'.h;l])('. IOU mal' \\,1llt 1(1 fill ill additiollal Jct.lik ~llch oj) 

Ihe c\lllf'lid Iklll(:-KI., the cll,lfdl'te[ 10 the 'tIF)'" ('('lItr,'.! 

prl,b1(,111 ,mel 11)(' (\b~tadc' thai tw UT ~hc nmq (h,'l(OllIC 

hdmc Ih: plohl(-,111 ,,<, H',IOh-td: 

21 



How to Write a Short Story 

3 
Problem comes to a head; Character starts OUI character makes a choice 

Character faces Character faces "" /a conflict obstacles 

f ....""/

2 

Character is faced 
with a problem 

Diagramming in Action I.et's make a .'V" diagram for 

our modfl ston·. Amhrose Bicrcf's <~~n Occurrence at Owl 

Creek Bridge." 

, 3 
He experiences a harrowing 

Peyton Farquhar is about escape bUT it's a daydream, 
to be hanged at Owl which mirrors the stages 

Creek Bridge. of his actual death. 

/ 

He wants to escape, he frees himself from 
but the Federal Army his noose, He must 
has him in custody, find his way home, 

V 

2 

If he doesn't escape, 
he will be killed, 

Chapter 2: Developing Your Story Idea 

Sum It Up 
At thi, point, .IOLI sllUuld hm·e enough del.lih about :'our 

~tO[\· to be ;lbk to IHitc one c1filf. eOllClse paragraplt that 

,urn, it up, TIli, i., called a SPWP,I'IS, Brien;. llltrocluee :-our 

main clwr.lcter alld the ,ctting of the ,;tory. 1 hfll de.lcribe 

[lie eonnictthat the ehuracler l'IlC01111tfr;, aud \\'hat adions 

he or she take, to OI'erCOlllc it. 'I ell what. if <11l:dlullg, 

Ch<1II::;:C'i III the lik of the ch<1rdder 1,·hfll tlte ensis is 

reloll·ed. 

1\011 go Cril/~ tn· to do all that in one clear. COllCl.>e 

scrrtcllee, I)i>tilllllg \"Our ,tory dOl\'ll to it; e,sencc will help 

Hll! gel a dear pictllfe of exaclh- ,,·hat you're writing, 

Summing It Up in Action [.et's ~ce \\.'hat a s\"llop.lis 

looks like for our Illodelstory, "An Occurrence at Owl Creek 

Bridge": 

Peyton Farquhar, a well-to-do Southern planter, is to be 

hanged by the Federal Army in Civil War-era Alabama, A 

Federal scout posing as a Confederate soldier tricks him 

into tampering with Owl Creek Bridge, and the punish

ment is death. While being hanged, Farquhar escapes his 

noose and swims away from his captors amid gunfire, 

The sensations he experiences during his escape mirror 

the physical effects of asphyxiation, After a harrowing 

journey, Farquhar returns home. However, as Farquhar 

sees his wife emerge, we learn that his escape was 

imagined-a final daydream before dying of a broken 

neCK from hanging, 
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ri.)wlO Write'; 'Silort Story 

.\flt'! \1 ri1111311 itO): pitLlgrnplL il'., ('chiu II) disl;l1tite 

mw nne "c<Il\<'ITV 

A Southern plaotf'f ,T"'oill~ hii.\g,ng J\ thr hnnds o! tria F(!dN"ll1\rmi'~ 

only to 11::h;t hi> ham:wing EKapt!' W.l, a finalliilyd!eaml>(!fof€ 

dving of;;, t,wken nEck 

Exercises 

RiJIi'.nl erE 0110,.]' favClriH' ,h:; \ ,1UI"" Idell1i 1y Lh+:f fIIWl 

lharacur, th? mil!l, u.1IJl\r t Dr fn", and how (he' chm,'lcte'- r?,0Ive~ 

I; 5~rl[ll a 'v" dv::glam l(ll ltw ,IOW 

T!',InK Df {hi"" 01 yow favo'tf movip\, Write Down 1M MDQ 1m ea,:h 

ITi()V"~, 

Wn~~ ,1 one-paragral;i) d;:'~(iipl inn 01 yOVf fJvcfll~ .,ho', '.lory, Be 

'!.lie to ''ltiudO? d0Hil;: "t,uvt the dldl JfIM, n',~ cnbl+:flll 01 CQnillrT~ 

r.ow It i~ IlJWMPd nod hOw the m;:l!IHh'lr~[tef(hJng"s d 11K' 

(,en(lU~IV1 of the ,10:1 

Characters 
('IOlll'(.' VJl1K timt' Ih;"l .;hont ,I lid de' '4 

; qm dp[\- idLJ. \ Oil '}1 ,,'mtllkc1'l hJlP\\ \\ 11111 rl);n;Wlt'h 

;\!U'rc 10 bv Il\CAlllij thl \ om bdwn,:l \1 mid, Tht': 

'lllt'QWI\ ,')U llHht [I!I<;\"\('t l\tl\\ l' (111t' of (1;<: m,)"t c«('i(il'2; 

of i 1,(' 'ton"I, ritm~; pIOn ~\: \\ h'l. {;\.l( th. ,\I e IhC\t, "L.ll IL(, 

kn7 \Yht'11 \011 ,,\ nk J ,hod ,ton. ,,/JIl t(J klll)W \Ou 

dundeh- n-t'[\' 011,' of IltClll -- iI~ de<-'piv J\ \'OU l.ll\l\\' HlHf 

bc:;t In J ,('me. 1,01\,"( Dr- !,!,lIlL('mkiu, cre:llim; 

Ili,1 lllumln L" n ']sped of I"(>Hi dl;lradcr b \ 01H, l0 nC:ltc 

\ ;;neJt Flvxt stu" hu\ (fJillpdlm;;, !JI!lin'(!hft·, (hJudn> 

'\ In ;m· l.'Ulllpln .md mlcw:;hllg, 'I HhlY be )Ihl 01Jt 

mam ,,!la.luvi. or 111('[(' mJY be d \dlOk <'1<:'\\: but each 

CI IT\ cluj:l( k'k' HI \ ()llr -«{)tl Inth! t:Jkc 0' \ d hie fJt h i\ OJ LeI 

{J\-1:n. hgutmg md lhe bd~'lC'i. \\leh J~ jJdU!C Jnd 

I,n'l Cllonrh, 'fOP lh cd t'l thillL de.:"h dh0llt \\ h iI mal.e5.' . ' 

\ um (! u ndlTi tick .111d h~m the, II III upt·qte in llw \\ OJ kl 

of :,mr 

Know the Types 
I 'hen' JH' riJre(- lIve, of chd[:~ctn,\ I h"i ""~Ill poplll'JIF. 10Uf 

s}lOrl 

• ProiJg011bt 

• :\l1tJ.tJAli5t 

• Sllpporhn;; dldracrcF 
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